
 
 

Wednesday, April 15, 2009 
1:30 PM 

Prior Lake City Hall – Parkview Community Room 
4646 Dakota St SE, Prior Lake 

 

MMiinnuutteess  
 
 

I. Easements 
a. Reviewed outcome from subcommittee meeting (see attached) 
b. Will use these categories for easement type: 

conservation grading / slope utility 
drainage pond vacated 
drainage / utility R-O-W other – use ‘Notes’ 
drainage/utility/trail trail / walkway  

c. Is cost needed for fixed asset purposes (or any other reason)? – Jen check 
d. There is no consistent system in place for the Co Recorder to forward 

recorded easement documents to the Co Surveyor; therefore, each entity 
should collect their recorded easement documents and forward copies to the 
Co Surveyor for data creation  

e. As long as workload permits, the Co Surveyor will work with Co GIS to create 
the spatial data for all easements recorded separately from a plat; if the 
workload becomes too much, entities will be responsible for creating their 
own spatial data and forwarding to the Co for incorporation 

f. If there is enough interest, the group could continue discussion about 
conservation easements – let Jen know 

 
II. New business as brought up by members 

a. Pictometry – oblique imagery has some errors with image alignment (see 
attached).  Has anyone seen other areas of this in the county?  Let Jim know 
so he can contact Pictometry for corrections – also please provide other 
feedback about this product in general (is it useful?) 

b. Ortho Flight 2010 – Roughly the same cost & product as 2007 imagery; no 
data will be purchased as part of joint venture; Co Public Works is including 
this in their 2010 budget 

c. Pictometry – their staff can help with setup and training; contact Dean Larson 
(dean.larson@pictometry.com) and Peter White directly to arrange 

d. Mapping services – connect to GIS Servers @ county level, to bring base map 
into ArcMap; looks similar to Google maps; worked with Dakota and Carver to 
achieve similarities; has scale-dependent layers 

i. Scott County: http://gis.co.scott.mn.us/arcgis/services 



ii. Dakota County: http://gis2.co.dakota.mn.us/arcgis/services 
iii. Carver County: http://carvergisweb1.co.carver.mn.us/arcgis/services 
iv. Instructions 

1. Open ArcCatalog  
2. Expand GIS Servers 
3. Double Click on Add ArcGIS Servers 
4. Select (default) Use GIS Services 
5. Click Next 
6. Select (default) Internet 
7. Click Finish 

e. GIS/LIS Conference – Josh might be presenting with Carver & Dakota 
counties about their collaborations 

f. Next regular meeting might start later than usual – watch your email 
 
 
 

      
 

Our next regular meeting will be Weds, June 17, 2009 afternoon (time TBD) 
at PL City Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars:  Regular group meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the 
even months at 1:30.  The following are the scheduled meetings for 2009: 

 
February 18 April 15 

June 17 August 19 
October 14 * December 16 

GIS Day is Wednesday, November 18, 2009 
 

* October meeting is rescheduled due to conflict with MN GIS/LIS Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please give corrections, updates, or suggestions to Jen Wittkopf. 
Phone: (952) 447-9833 

E-mail:  jwittkopf@cityofpriorlake.com 
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Review from last meeting – Scott Co Surveyor will create data for all easements 
shown on plats recorded, starting in 2009 
 

Current issues: 
• What data should be collected for easements? 
• How will we track easements recorded separately from a plat? 
• What will be done for easements prior to 2009? 

 
 

Data fields: 
• Easement type (reviewed a list from Golden Valley / WSB) 

conservation pond utility 
drainage road vacated 
drainage / utility R-O-W other – use ‘Notes’ 
grading / slope trail / walkway drainage/utility/trail 

• Document # (Scott Co Recorder’s #) – need to link to scanned document 
• Recorded date 
• Abstract / Torrens 
• Entity Grantee (co, twp, city, wd, etc) 
• Notes 

 

Related tables could include: 
• Document # / affected PID’s 
• Document # / entity tracking # (maintained by the individual entity) 

 

Easement tracking: 
• Can the Co Recorder forward all recorded easements to the Co Surveyor, as 
with plats? – Greg – NO; each entity should return documents to the Co Surveyor 

• Will the Co Surveyor create the data for these non-platted easements? And 
what can be done with data for WD and other non-government entities? – Jim – 
YES; as long as workload permits, Co will create all data 

 

Historic easements (prior to 2009): 
• Entities will have to create data themselves 
• Recommend following the data guidelines set for “future data” 

 

Issues remaining: 
• Review data attributes with User Group – Jen / group – as amended in red 
• How will data be passed between entities and County? – shp or doc, 
depending on Co Surveyor’s workload; one at a time, as recorded 
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