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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 11, 2010
Contact: Michael Peterson, Communications Coordinator

952-447-9804, mtpeterson@cityofpriorlake.com
The Prior Lake Parks Department Seeks Oak Wilt Awareness
Recently, the City of Prior Lake has detected an outbreak of the deadly tree disease Oak Wilt within the city. Oak Wilt is a fungus that invades a tree’s water vessels. When a tree tries to protect itself against the fungus, it produces a substance that plugs these vessels and kills the tree. 
The Parks Department would like all residents to become aware of Oak Wilt and its symptoms so that infected trees can be quickly identified and removed. 
The primary symptom of Oak Wilt is a wilting of a tree’s leaves and defoliation. Leaf discoloration begins at the outer edges of the leaf and moves inward. Leaves turn a dull green, bronze or tan, and eventually will turn brown and shrivel. Other symptoms include streaking of the sapwood beneath the bark or the presence of fungal spore mats that split the bark of trees open.
Oak Wilt is most often spread between trees through interconnected roots connecting diseased oaks to healthy ones. It can also be spread when people transport infected wood to uninfected oak stands and when sap-feeding insects fly from an infected tree to a healthy one.

Residents can take several steps to help prevent the spread of Oak Wilt. These precautions include: Not storing oak firewood, as it attracts the insects that carry the disease; not trimming trees and avoiding any activities which might cause tree wounds during the summer months; and watering all tree species during prolonged dry periods. 
Any resident suspecting a tree to be infected with Oak Wilt should promptly call the City Forester at (952) 447-9892. To prevent further infection, the diseased tree must be removed as quickly as possible. 
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