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MICHAEL T. PETERSON, COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR
FRANK BOYLES, CITY MANAGER

CONSIDER A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A WEBSITE LINK POLICY THAT
REGULATES WHICH ENTITIES CAN BE LINKED THROUGH THE CITY’S
WEBSITE, SUCH AS NON-PROFIT AND GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES,
AND TO HAVE THAT POLICY AVAILABLE ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE.

Introduction: This Resolution is to approve the adoption of a website link policy
regarding the City of Prior Lake website.

History: The City has operated a website for years. Recently, there was a
request for a web link, which is the placement of a website address on the
City's website that allows the user to go directly to the secondary site. Staff
decided to look at whether the site that requested a link had appropriate
content to be associated with the City. In keeping with the City’s government
purpose, the city does not promote commercial enterprises, religious entities,
the endorsement of political content or a particular political issue. Many
websites include advertising and some forums contain political content or other
inappropriate or inaccurate comments.

We conducted a survey of other city and county website link policy’s to
determine what would be appropriate for the City of Prior Lake. We then
formulated a policy in keeping with other governmental entities and the needs
of the City. The policy was discussed with the Communications Advisory
Committee, and they recommended the Council approve the policy.

Current Circumstances: Currently, the city website has links under two
headings: Community Partners and Government Partners. Such organizations
include the Prior Lake Chamber of Commerce and Scott County’s website.
The (attached) policy states that in keeping with our government purpose, the
City of Prior Lake website does not offer links to commercial enterprises,
religious entities, and organizations not in keeping with the criteria as outlined
in the policy.

The city should be concerned with providing website links to organizations or
commercial sites that allow political, religious, commercial, or other
inappropriate content, or those that include advertising or political forums that
may compromise the website’s governmental purpose. These other websites
may allow postings from anonymous outside sources or may feature
commercial advertising not in keeping with the City’s Mission.

www.cityofpriorlake.com
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FINANCIAL
IMPACT:

ALTERNATIVES:

RECOMMENDED
MOTION:

Reviewed by:

The adoption of a Website Link Policy will define criteria for consideration of a
request for a link and allows the city to maintain quality control.

Approval of this policy will have little or no financial impact. There is a modest
cost in staff time spent creating the policy, making it available on the website,
and possibly updating it from time to time.

The City Council has the following alternatives:

1. Adopt the Website Link Policy as stated and have it posted on the city’s
website.

2. Approved an amended link policy and direct staff to write a new document to
be posted online.

3. Take no action or defer this item and provide staff with specific direction.

Staff recommends Alternative #1.

A motion and second to adopt a resolution approving the website link policy
regulating which entities can be linked through the city’s website and to have
that policy available on the website.

Frank Boyles, Ciff M niger
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16200 Eagle Creek Avenue SE.
Prior Lake, MN 55372-1714

RESOLUTION 06-xxx
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A WEBSITE LINK POLICY

Motion By: Second By:

WHEREAS, the City of Prior Lake operates a website to provide information about the community
via the internet, and

WHEREAS, other entities can link to the City website to provide easy access, and

WHEREAS, itis appropriate for the City to facilitate access to some sites but inappropriate for other
sites, and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires that a policy be established which clearly delineates, for public
information purposes, the City’s policy with respect to website linking.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF PRIOR LAKE,
MINNESOTA as follows:

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein.
2. The City of Prior Lake Website Links Policy, dated December 18, 2006, is hereby approved.
3. The staff is directed to publicize the policy as appropriate for public information purposes.

PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS 18th DAY OF DECEMBER, 20086.

YES NO
Haugen Haugen
Dornbush Dornbush
Erickson Erickson
LeMair LeMair
Millar Millar

Frank Boyles, City Manager
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